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GionED this 7ih day of January, 1997, - \ 7 1
ALHAJI AHMAD TEJAN KABB AH, |
President. '
O
Mo. 4 1996 E
The Road Transport Authority Act, 1996 Shotute. .
Being an Act 0 provide for the establishment of an o “
Authority for the regulation and development of the road ’
transport indusiry; including the regls. ation and licensing of ¢ o
vehicles, the licensing of drivers, the prescription of routes for . J
passenger and goods transportation and for other matiers nl
connected with the foregolng. ‘ {‘i -
Date of |
[9th January, 19971 p— 'E‘i
: i
’ it

Ene CTED by the President and Members of Parliament in this ‘ L
{ present Parliament assembled. . , PR
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: . _ ParT [ --- PRELIMINARY - -
i Interpre a- 1. Inthis Act, unless the context otherwise requires: .

i tion

“Authority” means the Road Transport. Authority
established by section 2;

“Board” means the Board;féfiefred to in subsection
(1) of section 3;

“Chairman” means the Chairman of the Board referred
to in subsection (2) of section 3;

“Executive Director” means the Executive Director
appointed under section 12;

, “member” means a member of the Board;

“Minister” ‘means the Minister responsible for ;
transportand “Ministry” shall be construed i
accordingly; ' '

“Secretary” means the Secretary appointed under
section 14.

Part Il — ESTABLISHMENT OF AUTHORITY i

Establishm.ent
of Autherity.

Z. (1) There is hereby established a body to be known as
the Road Transport Authority. | .
(2) The Authority shall be a body corporate having ¥
perpetual succession and capable of acquiring, holding and disposing
of any prcperty, whether movable or immovable and of suing and
being sued in its corporate name and, subject’'to this Act, of
performing all such acts as bodies corporate may by law perform. : 3

(3) The Authority shall have a common seal the
use of which shall be authenticated by the signatures of—

(a) the Chairman or other member df the
Board authorised either generally or :
specially by the Board in that behalf: and |
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3".

(b) the Executive Director, Secretary or some

other person authorised by the Board in
that behalf. ‘

» - 4

—~

3. () The governing body of the Authority shall be a
poard which shall, subject to this Act, have the control and
supervision, of the Authority.

(") The Board shall consist of a Chairman and ten other
members.

(3) The Chairman shall be a person—

. (a) with a formal qualification and high
standing in any of the professions
v recognised by the laws of Sierra Leone; or

(b) with a formal qualificatiop and proven
ability in business management;

but no person shall be appointed Chairman if he has any financial

interest, whether directly or indirectly, in any transport business or
undertaking.

!

(4) The other members shall consist of—

~ (a) four persons being senior officials desig-
- nated as institutional representatives
- respectively by each of the following—

the Ministry of Transport and
Communications;

e Ministry of Finance;

Board of
Authority.
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(©) five er\On\ . g_wo ut whom Shdll be
nominated by'th mestu and lhc Otherg
nominated by any assouatlons of parxon\
in or dircetly LOHHCL[@d wuh the transport
business and I‘CLOC’DHLLLby the Mlmsler
as such, including petty tr'adus

4. (1) The Chairman and the other members rt.tured tom
paragraphs (b) and (¢) of subsection (4) of section 3 shall be
appoin cd by the President, acting on the advice of the Minister and
subject to the approval of Parharent. :

(2 The Chairman and the members appointed under
paravraph (¢) of subsection (4) of section 3 shall hold office for 3
term not exceeding three years as may be hixed in their letters of
appointment and any such appointment may be renewed as and
when pecessary.

(3)  On the death or vacation of office of the Chairman or
any member referred 1o insubsection (1), whether such vacation is by
terminction or otherwise. the President. after consultation with the
Minister, may appoint in like manner another person to serve for the
uncxpired term of the Chairman or that member, as the case may be.

) The Chairman or any member referred to in
subscction (1 may resien his office by written notice to the
Preswdent and mayv' be temoved from oftice by the President for
inabili v to discharge the functions of his office, whether arising
trom i tinmity of mind or body orany other cause, or formisconduct.

. The Chairman and the other members shall be paid such
remuneration and allowances as Parliament may determine and

shall Fo reimbursed by the Authority., with the opproval of the

Ministerresponsible for inance. forexpenses incurred inconnection
with the discharge ot thetr functions.

6. (1Y The Board shall hold 1ts first meeting on such date
and at such place as the Minister, after gonsultation with the Board,

.
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/'_
may determine: and thereafter, the Board shall: .. forthe dispatch
of business and adjourn, close and otherwise regulate its meetings
and proce(iure as it thinks it

PN v .

Brovided that the Board shall meet at least four times in a year.

2y Anextraordinary meeting of the Board may be held
at the reqlest in writing of the Chairman and shall be held at the
written request of one-third of the membership of the Board.

(3) Atanymeeting of the Board where he is present, the
Chairman shall preside and, in his absence, the members present
may elec. one of their number to preside.

(4)  The quorum atam=eting of the Board shall bé tivo-
thirds of the membership of the Board.

(5) Each member shall have one vote butin the case of
an equality of votes, the Chairman shall have a casting vote.

' (6) The Board may at any time co-cpt any person to
advise or otherwise assist the Board at any of its meeting but the
person co-opted shall not vote on any matter fer decision by the
Board.

(7) Allacts, matters or things authorized 01 required to
be done by the Board shall be decidec ata meeting where a quorum
is present and the decision is supported by the votes of atleasttwo-

thirds of the q}embers, including the Chairman. :

(8) Any proposal circulated amone all members and
agreed 10 in wrmngby a two-thirds majority oi all members shall
be of t.ble-;;éaﬁiégidf?c or effect as a decision made at a duly
‘constituted mee the Board and shall be srporated in the
es of thé ne cceeding meeting of the Board:

t,-if a member requires that such
4 meeting of the Board, this subsection
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Disclosure of
interest.

Secretary 1o
Board.

Functions of
Author:y.

7. (1) “Any member having a p'er'sféfigffﬂiéfégl‘;@h_aﬁer ;

pecuniary or otherwise, direct of indirect, in any contract-of the |

Authority or in any company or concern with ‘wbichth‘“e;Au;gggity -
proposes to make any contract, shall disclose to the Board the fact’
of such interest and the nature thereof, and such disclosure shall be
recorded in the minutes of the Board, and such member shall take
no part in any deliberation 01 decision of the Board relating to such |

contract. ' v )

(2) Any member who conuavenes the provisiows of
subsection (1) shall be liable to removal from the Board.

8. The Authority shal| have a Secretary who shall also
be ‘Secretary to the Board.

+

" " part 11l — FUNCTIONS OF AUTHORITY

9. (1) The of)jectives for which the Authority is established
is to regulate, co-ordinate and promote efficiency in all activities
within the road transport sector with a view to enhancing or
improviag the contribution of that sector to economic development '
in Sierra Leone.

(2)- Without prejudice to the generality of subsection
(1), it shall be the function of the Authority —

‘(a) todesign. develop and administer rules and |
regulations regarding —

(i) the registration and licensing of
vzhicles whether for private or
commercial use;

(ii) the testing of the fimess of vehicles
for their intended use and the fitmess
of persons to be-drivers of vehicles;

(iii)  the licensing of drivers-of vehicles;

(iv) the inspection and supervision of
: vehicle repair and maintenance
services; and
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(v} the routing and monitoring of
passenger and 200ds transportation;

(b) 1o andertake the'deveiopmem of the
manpower needed 1o service the transpdrt
industry, inciuding the training and retraining

needs of transport personnel in the private

e

¢
sector] :

N
(@]
e

to study and advise Government on vehicle
standardization and maintenance back-up
policy, taking into consideration the need 10
conserve the environment;

(d) to promote road safety mroug'h —
(1) theestablishment and dissemination .
¢ of a code of condutct to be known as :
the Highway Code for drivers and .
other users of roads and highways;
and

(i) the provision of rest-stops as well as
first-aid centres along provincial
routes; and ’

(e) to establish and maintain a data bank of
relevant information on vehicles and the
ransport industry as a whole; and

(f) o do all such things as arc necessary,
‘expedient OT conducive to the attainment of
the objectives stated in subsection (1).

16. The Authority shall have power, in connection with its Powersto im-

. : . se fees and
functions under section 0 ngo,ce road

transpot t
(a) to impose and levy fees, including vehicle laws. ..
Jicensing and registration fees with the
approval of Parliament:

Provided that any vehicle licensing and registration fees Adt No. 2 oif
levied by the Authority <hall be paid into the Road Fund under 1992.
paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (1) of section 75 of the Sierra

L]

=S LTIl =

D teeteamddil
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) i

Leone Roads Autherity Act, 1997 less any amount which the
Authority may be allowed to retain to-defray the administrative
costs of the levying of such fees;

(b) toinitiate appropriate legal action Or process
either alone or in conjunction with other
persons Of authorities, for the enforcement

of — o

(i) any rules or regulations made under | i
this Act; and

(i) any powers conferred-on it by any
B other law. K

Reporis,of ﬁvl. ‘1) The Adthority shall, as scon as possible after the end of :

Autherity.  aach financial year but within three months thereof, prepare and submit |
for the approval of the Board an annual reportof its activities, operations,
undertakings, property and funds for that year. !

{
{2y An annual repo : shad! include—
(a) acopy Of e acCounts of the Authoriiy kept
in sccordance with secton 227, together with
he Anditor-General's report teTeon;
; 1y a siatement of all direcuons given by the
sAinister o the Authority under secticn 25,
and
‘ (¢} such oiner information as the Soard may by ;
Wiing |
¥ (3, /A ooopy of t e Bourc
shall be sent o the Mini theendofihe
'; year to which the report relates anil (e Minist hall as 5000 88 $OssiD!
~ut aot later than one month after e receipt of (Be TepOT Cause O
i repor i be jaid before ¥

d
<
!;\_:,
7
i
el

3

¢
b

N T n AP £ A vyt ;
syrhrait spch other Feports On e aliads Of {he Apinon

-
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12. (1) The Authority shall have an Lxccutive Director who Appointment SE

shall be appointed by the President on the advice of the Minister. ‘l’)‘ Exceutive 2
. irector. oo

() The appointment of the Ixecutive Director shall be , ,
upon such terms and condit:ons as the Board may, with the approval of i
the Minister. determine.
(1) Nopersonshall be appointed Executive Directorunless
he has —

(a) formal qualification in any profession
relevant or appropriate to thz operations of
the Authority: and

« Y ¥

(b) such proven ability in public administration

and managementas the Boardmay determine?

13. (1) ~ltshall be the function of the Executive Director as the Functions.of :
Chief Execuiive Officer of the Authority but subjectto any directions %Tf:;g;’e P
from the Board, to — b ' -

(a) formulate and implement sich operational
- policies, programmes and plans relating to 1
the functions of the Authcrity as may be
approved by the Board; ’

(b) determine and provide the technical needs of :
the authority; :

(c) initiate and maintain high-level relations Wiw.
local interest groups and international | . b
institutions in the road transport industry;

b
(d) ensure the regular training and development {
. of the staff of the Authority*based on such ‘i
personnel or manpower guidelines as may o
be approved by the Board; and r

(e) to provide overall leadership in the conduct
and management of the day-to-day business !
or activities of the Autbority.
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sppoipiment
of Deputy
Erecutive
Directer and
other staff.

Secondment
of public
officers.

=+ Protection of
7 #officers and

. o other

- employees.

- ; —
(2y  Foribe efficient conduct of the day-to-day business or
activities of the Autbority including its financial transactions, the
Authority may delegate to the Execuive Director such of it functiong
55 are necessary { or the purpose, including the power to administer alj
natters relating o te organizalion, control and discipline of the staff of

the Authority.

N

14. (1) The Authority may also, subject to such terms and
conditions as the Board shall deterraine, appoint a Deputy Executive
Director, a Secretary and such'other officers and staff as it considers
necessary for the efficient pe:fommms.of.its.functions,.un.dﬁr this Act.

(2) In making any appointment under subsection (1), the
Authority shall hmit cecruitment to positions for which there are
vacancies, each with 2 job descriptionand a continuing justification and
based on a general policy —

¥

3 ¥

(z) to recruit cnly persons with the requisite

formal gualificatons, working experience,
knowledge, skillsand aptitude for the vacancy
' concerned;

(b) to recrull internally if qualified candidates
_can be icentified; and

(¢) toensure non-discrimination and equality of
treatment for all applicants.

15. (1) Pablic servants may be seconded or otherwise render

assistance to the Authority but the Authority may request the withdrawal

of any such seconded staff who is unable to carry out assigned functions
in a manner satisfactory (o the Authority.

) 1]

16. No officer or employee of the Authority or any person
acting on the directions of an officer or employee of the Authority shall
be liable in respect of any matter or thing done by him in good faith under
this Act.

E
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part 1V — PLANNING AND FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

17. (1) - The basic planning framework of the Authority shall Opéréx;f:);xi;l :
pe the medium-term plan of \‘between two and three years' duration glllz,;t and %
"which shall specify the objectives and the strategies to be adopted for
their implernentation together with a forecast.of the effect on key S
qspects of the performance of the Authority. o

(?)  The medium-term plan shall be elaboratzd into detailed

onerational annual plans supported by annual operating, cash and
¢ nital expenditure budgets.

()  An annual plan of operation prepared and finalized by
the Executive Director shall be submitted, not later than three months !
before the beginning of the financial year of the Authority, for the * ko !
approval of the Board.

18. (1) The operations of the Authority shall be financed by a Funds of Au-

tund consisting of — ) thority.

(a) such portion of the vehicle licencing and "
registration fees as the Authority is allowed .
toretain before the payment of such fees into

" the Road Fund under section 25 of the Sierra

I_eone Roads Authority Act, 1992; 1?90;21‘10- 2of

(b) any moneys appropriated from.time {0 time
by Parliament for the purpose of the
Authority;

(c) any moneys accruing to the Authority in the
' course of its operations; anc.

LTIl

(d) any loans raised by the Authority with the
approval of the Minister.

(2)  Subject to section 21, the funds of the Authority shail
be utilized only on the basis of the annual operational plans and budgets,
s0, however. that expenditures shall not exceed expec ted incomes.

e e

T
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Amendment 19. For the purposes of par agraph (a) of subsection (1) of
of AcNo 2 (. ion 18, the Sierra Leone Roads Auhority Act, 1992 1s amended by

of 1992. . e o
substituting for subsectuon (2) thereof the following new subsection —
“(2) The Authority shall use the Road Fund 10
meet —
(a) the administrative expenses of the Road
' Transport Authority established by the Road
Transport Authority Act, 1996, in the
collection amd payment” of the vehicle
licensing and registration fees into the Road
fund; and
(b) theexpenses incurred by itinroutine, periodic
and emergzncy maintenance of roagis”_ *
Borrowiag 20. (1) The Authority may borrow money required by it for
%‘;}";’; carrying out its functions under this Act or any other law subject to the
approval of the Ministeras to the account, the sources of borrowing and
the terms and conditions of the loan.’
(2) The approval of the Minister under subsection (1) may
be either general or limited (o 2 particular transaction.
Expenc.ture 21. Where any person, body of persons Of Government - %
fﬁfﬁﬁm ;s Agency requires the Authority to perform any task or service otusideits -
budget. annual budget, the money to meet the cost involved shall be providedby -
‘ such person, body of persons or Government agency.
Accouats 22. (1) The Authority shall keep proper books of account and
end auiit.

other records in relation to the busingss Or activities of the Authority and
shall prepare in respect of each financial year of the Authority a
statement of accounts in a form designed to —,

(a) indicate monthly expenditures;

(b) provide data for up-to-date budget control J
based on the management information system
of the Authority; and |
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. (c) ensure correct use of the funds of the <. ~_‘..*-:_ij
y Authority. ’ g i

(21 The accounts of the Authority kept under subsection T
(1) shall be audited by the Auditor-General or by an auditor appointed et T

by him subject to section &C of the Public Budgeting and Accounting
Act, 1992,

(3) The statement of accounts and the audit report thereon o
shall be submitted to the Boad for approval and a copy shall be
submitted to the Minister as part of the annual report required to be laid
by the Minister'béfore Parliament under subsection (3) of section 11.

t

“ There is hereby vested in the Authority such assets of Transfer or
the Ministry as the Minister may by order specify for the purposes of the assets- '
functions of the Authority.

23. The financial year of the Authority shall be the same as Financialyear- |
that of the Government. of Authority.
24. (D f E‘_J‘

(Z) Unless otherwise provided in the order made under "
whsection (1), the Authority shall not be responsible for any liabilities g
incurred by the Ministry before the commencement of this Act in
respect of any function assigned to the Authority by this Act.

Part V — MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
25.  The Minister may in writing give directions of a general Minister’s

‘ . . . . ywer of
policy naturcio the Authority concering its operation and the Authority B ection. *
shall comply with such directions.

26. (1) Thereis hereby assigned to the Authority the following gjgfiie;sd - E :
functions under the Road Traffic Act, 1964, (in this sectidn called “the . Act- W
Act”) each of which immediately before the coming into operation ¢ = - ¢ of i
this Act were assigned respectively to — ‘

(a) the Principal Licensing Authority by ‘
subsections (3) and (4) of section 3 of the Act C i
in respect of the general aclministration of , i
‘he Act and being the central registrar of all 1

motor vehicles, trailers and of all li.censes;
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(b} the Road Transport Board under section 9 of
the Acte

(¢) the Road Transport Advisory Council, under
subsection (3) of section 20 of the Act;

(d) the Minister for making rules under section ’
18: regnlations under section 56 and.a
Highway Code under section 59 of the A
and for the appointment of the Principal
Certifying and Examining Officer under
section 4 of the Act.

(2)  The Act shall be construed with such adaptations and
modifications as may be necessary to give effect to subsection (1).

(3) The Authority may, by Government Notice, appoint as

many Licensing Authorities as may be required and a.sswn them such

‘uncticns under the-Act and areas of oneration as it may 'determine, and

any such Licensing Authoritesshall, no: withstanding anything contained

in this Act be, or as the case may be, continue to be under the direction

of the Principal 1.icensing Authority intl otherwise provided by the
anister by statutory mstrument.

v (4)  Anyregister established for the purposes ofthe Actand
in existence immediatcly before the ¢ ming into operauon of this Act,
is hereby vested in the Authority and may, accordin;ily, ‘be kept and
maintained and open to the public subject to any cirections of the
Authonty. f .
(5) Notwithstanding pararaph (d) of subsection (1), any
rules under section 18, regulations under section 56 and Highway Code
under section 59 made by the Minister and in exister ze immediately
hefore the coming into operation of this Act, shall contirue to be in force

- untl r2voked or replaced by the Autherity.

(6) The following provisions of the Act are rer caled:—

Subsection (1) of secticn 3; subsection (1) of section 4,
section 8: subsecton (1) of spoticn @ o] subsecu0ns
(1) and (2) of section 20.

L ek

3
4 !
d



§ioNeD this 7th day of January, 1997
ALHAJL AHMAD TEJAN KABBAH
President. '
- (Ls) a
3 i:
i
Mg, 4 1996 ‘
Sierra Leone , -
The Road: ﬂansport Auth(mty Act, 1996 Short title. » g
Beirig an Act to 23 ’Lide for the estabhshment of an } -
Authority for the on_and development of the road - 4
transport industrv ncluding he regis.: ation and licensing of it J
vehi'!es, the lice’ sing.of é’prescription of routes for |

‘n and: for other matters
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PART I --- PRELIMIMARY

- Interpreta: 1. In this Act, unless the con text otherwise requiresi—
; tion

“ Authority” means the Road Transport Authority
established by section 2,

“Board” means the Board referred to in subsection
(1) of section 3;

“Chairman” means the Chairman of the Board referred
to in subsection (2) of section 3;

“Fxecutive Director’” means the Executive Director
. appointed under section 125

“member’ means a member of the Board;

o “Minister” means the ‘inister responsible for
transportand “M inistry” shall be construed

accordingly;

“Secretary” means the Secretary appointed under
section 14.

Part 11 — ESTABLISHMENT OF AUTHORITY

i gzﬁli‘ﬁgvn 2. (1) There is hereby established a body to be known as
114 . . ) .
Y the Road Transport Authority.

P
{

(2) The Authority shall be a body corporate having
perpetual succession and capable of acquiring, holding and disposing
of any property, whether movable or immovable and of suing and
being sued in its corporate name and, subject to this Act, of
performing all such acts as bodies corpoa;ate may by law perform.

3) ~ The Authority shall bave a common seal the
use of which shall be authenticated by the signaturcs of—

(a) the Chairman Of other member df the
Board authorised either generally or
specially by the Board in that behaif, and

4

T e a4 A
NV A T LT A TG el e et - o
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27. The Authonty maybyrstatutory instrument make such Rulels'a nd
rules and regulations as it may consider necessary or expedient for TN _
_ giving effect to the provxslons ‘of thlb Act o o o

Passéd in Parliament this77th day of December, in the year of our Lor¢.
one thousand, nine hundred and ninety-six. :

g | J. A. CARPENTER,
Acting Clerk of Parliament.

+

TH1: PRINTED TMPRESSION has been carefully compared by me with the Bill
which has passed Parliament and found by me to be a true and correctly printed

copy of the said Bill.

«
by

’ J. A. CARPENTEF
Acting Clerk of Parham

DEPARTMENT, SIERA LEONE

i PrinTeD AND PUBLISHED BY THE GOVERNMENT PRINTING ) . ) 5
: GazerTE No. 3 OF OTH JANUARY, 1597. &




