| DECREE
pleme}zt to the Sierra Leone Gazette Extraordinary Vol. CXXVII, No. 36

 dated 14th June, 1996.

‘1} NA TIONAL COMMISSION FOR RELIEF, REHABILITATION AND
. RECONSTRUCTION DECREE, 1996
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2.C. Decree 1926

No. 12

and Reconstruction Decree, 1996

‘_ Being a Decree to establish a Commission for the planning,

" co-ordination and implementation of programmes for the relief,

rehabilitation and reintegration of persons and communities

affected by conflict and natural and man-made disasters and
other emergencies.
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[ 28th March, 1996. ] Date of com-

mencement.
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2 - No. 12 The National Commission Jor Relief, Rehabilitation lﬁ N
o - and Reconstruction Decree .

PURSUANT to paragraph 3 of the Proclamation entitled “§..

Administration of Sierra Leone (National Provisional Ruling Counf
- Proclamation, 1992”, the National Provisional Ruling Council ma§
and issues the following Decree: —
PART 1 — PrRELIMINARY i
Interpretation I. (1) Inthis Decree, unless the context otherwise requiresg
and ““ WOF A1) . h ! 1pn s e et >
commence- Board™ means the Board of Directors referred t
ment section 3; ‘
' a

“Chairman” means the Chairman of the Board refe s
to-in subsection (2) of section 3;

“Commission” means the National Commission it
Relicf, Rehabilitation and Reconstruction cstablis
by section 2:

“Council” means the ministerial council referred tg
section 19; "

“donor” means any person or organization who'
which contributes, whether in cash or in kind, to |
lunds, assets and other resources of the Commissi i

“Execcutive Director” means the Executive Direc i
appointed under section 10: N
. /

i

“member” means a member of the Board. Ak

(2) This Decree shall be deemed to have come i
operation on the 28th March, 1996,

-

PART I — I3TABLISHMENT OF CoMMISSION

E:taglishmc_znt 2. (1) Therc is hereby established a body to be known as if
;On OMMmIS- National Commission for Relief, Rehabilitation and Reconstructio :

(2)  The Commission shall be g body corporate having

- perpetual succession and capable of acquiring, holding and disposing

of any property, whether movable or immovable, and of suing an§

being sued in its corporate name and, subject to this Decree,
performing: all such acts as bodies corporate may by law perform,
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;;% \ 3, (1) The governing body of the Commission shall be.a
h; * Board, in which shall be vested, subject to this Decree, the control and
B! supervision of the Commission.
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(2) The Board shall consist of a Chairman and not more
“than eleven other members.

:
i
i

£
;

(3) The Chairman shall be appointed by the National
Provisional Ruling Council and must be a person with proven ability
and interest in conflict resolution and socio-ecoromic development

issues.

(4) of the other members, eight shall be —

(a) (1) the Development Secretary of the
Department of Development and
Economic Planning;

| (i) the Permanent Secretary of the
Department of Internal Affairs;

of Defence;

(iv) the Director-General, Management
Services, of the Department of Health
and Social Services;

(v) the Director-General of the Department
of Foreign Affairs and International Co-
operation;

+

(vi) the Permanent Secretary of the

on, 1 .
Department of Education;
e (vii) the Permanent Secretary of the
e Department of Works; and
ind* 4~ .

L | (viii) the Permanent Secretary of the

(iii) the Director-General of the Department

Board of
Directors.
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Remuneration
of members
of Board.

Proceedings
of Board.

Department of Agnculture and Forestry;
anc.

(b) not more than three shall be appointed by the
National Provisional Ruling Council from
among persons nominated by the major donor
or donors;

(5) The Chairman and the members appointed under
paragraph (b) of subsection (4) shall hold oifice for a term not
exceeding two years as may be stated in their letters of appointment
and any such appointment may be renewed as and when necessary.

(6) Any vacancy occurring in the office of any member
referred to in subsection (5) either by death, termination or otherwise,
may be filled by the appointmert in like manner of another person to
serve for the unexpired term of the member concerned.

-4.  The Chairman and the other members shall be paid such
remuncration and allowances and be reimbursed for expenses incurred
in connection with the discharge of their functions as such, as the
Commission, with the approval of the Govermment of Sierra Leone
and the major donor or donors, may determine.

S. (1) The Board shall hold its first meeting on such date and
at such place as the Government of Sierra Leone, after consultation
with the Board, may determine: and thereaf ter, the Board shall meet
for the despatch of business and adjourn, close and otherwise regulate

'its meetings and procedure as it thinks fit:

Provided that the Board shall meet at least four times
in a year. |

(2)  An extraordinary meeting of the Board may be held at
the request in writing of the Chairman and shall be held at the written'
request of one-third of the menibership of the Board.

(3)  Atany meeting of the Board where he is present, the
Chairman shall preside and, in his absence, the members present may
elect one of their number to preside.
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l oquality of votes. the Chairman
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the Board shall be two-

(50 Each member shall h

ave one volte but in the case of an

shall have a casting vite:
Provided that 1 financiaj matters, a decisjon of the

10t be effective without the concurrence of at Jeast oncof °

aragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section

(6) All acts, matters or things authorized or required to be
ne by the Board shal] be decided at a mecting where a quorum is

entand the decision js Supported by the votes of af least two-thirds
permembers, including the Chairman and one of the members

2) of section 3.
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e Provided that, if a member requires that such proposal
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PART 11l — Funcrions oF COMMISSION

Functions of 8. (1) The objective for which the Commission is cstablislwd

Commission.  jg generally to initiate and implement plans and programmes for
relief, rehabilitation and social reintegration of persons and
communities affected by conflict, natural and man-made disasters
and other emergencies and to co-ordinate all activities in Sicrra Leone
designed for the attainment of that objective.

(2)  Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1),

=~

it shall be the function of the Commission {o0—

(a) initiate forward planning for integrating the §
prevention and management of disasters and
social emergencies into planning for national §
socio-economic reconstruction and 3
developrnent; 1

(b) foster peace-building and national §
 reconciliation; j

(c) respond appropriatgly, on a day-to-day basis,
to. any disaster, social crisis or emergency, i
including the identification of government |

; departments and other public institutions and

social crganizations, both national and

’ international, which may provide humanitarian

assistance and relief to affected persons;

(d) promote popular participation in the design

and delivery of rehabilitation programmes,
: particularly programmes to cater for the special
; necds of rural women, rural and urban youth,
the elderly and other vulnerable groups;

(e) assistin the resettiement and reintegration of
ex-comtbatants into civil society by the
provision of appropriate skills training for §
alternative means of livelithood; ] <
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() mobilize all available funding and other
resources, both local and external, in support
of 1ts activities; and .

(g) do all such other things as are necessary for
the efficient performance of its functions
specified in this section,

9. (1) - The Commission shall, at the end of cach financial
year, prepare a report of its activities, Operatlons undertakings,
propety and funding.

(2) Copies of the report under subsection (1) shall be

‘submitted by the Board to the office of the Deputy Chairman of the

tional Provisional Ruling Council and to the major donor agency
¢ agc:n.cies 1'or their information and necessary action.

l(l' U (1) The Commlc;smn shall have an Executive Director
ppomted by the National Provisional Ruling Council after
nsultation with the Commission and upon such teims and conditions

~as the Commission shall determine.

¢

(2) Subject to this Decree, the management of the
operalions, undertakings and property of the Commission shall be

. vested in the Executive Director.

(3) No person shall be appointed Executive Director unless -

he has proven knowledge and ability in administration, management
of development projects and the delivery of humanitarian assistance
and relief, together with such other requirements as the Commission

may determine.

(4) The Commission may also,.subject to such terms and

conditions as it shall determine, appoint a Deputy Executive Director,
such officers and other staff as it considers necessary for the efficient

perfomance of its functions under this Decree.

(5) In making any appointment under subsection (<), the
Compmission shall limit recruitment to positions (or which there are

Reports of
Comrmuission.

Appointment
of Executive
Director and
other staff of
Commission.
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Stafl training
and
development.

Functions of
Executive
Director.

vacancics, each with a job description and a continuing justification
and based on a general policy—

(a)

(b)

(¢)

to recruit only persons with the requisite formal
qualifications, working experience,
knowledge, skills and aptitude for the vacancy
concerned;

to recruit internally if qualified candidates can
be identified; and

to ensure non-discrimination and equality of
treatment for all applicants.

11. In order to enhance the performance of its staff, the
Commission may provide such job-related training both on-the-job
and at such appropriate institutions as the Commission shall determine.

12. (1) It shall be the function of the Executive Director,
subject to any directions from the Commission to—

(a)

~ (b)

(¢)

(d)

identify and design programmes of activities
to be offered 1o the various target-groups both
on an annual basis and on a medium-term plan
of between two and three years' duration:

ensure the proper implementation of the
Commission's operations within the
framework of the medium-term and annual
plans approved by the Commission;

ensure popular participation in the design and
implementation of the Commission's
programmes by the target-groups identified
by the Commission;

monitor, control and supervise the preparation
of the reports on the operations of the
Commission;
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(e) organize fund-raising {rom donor agencies,
both existing and prospective;

(f) manage the assets and furds, whether capital
or otherwise, invested ir the Commission:
and

(g) ensure the administration and development of
the staff of the Commission, based on the
terms and conditions of employment and the
personnel guidelines prescnbed by the
Commission.

(2) For the efficient conduct of the day-to-day business of
hission, including its financial transactions, the Commission
éate to the Executive Directer such of its functions as are
1y for the purpose, including the power to administer all

dtters relating to the service and discipline of staff.

' 13, Public servants may be seconded or otherwise render
stance to the Commission but the Commission may request the
thdrawal of any such seconded staff who is unable to carry out
Hassigned functions in a manner satisfactory to the Commission.

PART IV — PLANNING AND FiNaANCIAL MANAGEMENT

14 (1) The basic planning framework of the Commission

{ shail be the medium-term plan of two to three years duration which

shall specify the objectives and the strategies to be adopted for their

implementation together with a forecast of the etlect on key aspects
of the performance of the Commission.

(?) The medium-ter plan shall be elaborated into detailed
operational annual plans supported by annual operating, cash and
apital expenditure budgets.

‘ (3) An annual plan of activities prepared and finalized by
the Executive Director shall be submitted not later than sixty days
before the beginning of the financial year of the Commission, for the

approval of the Board.

Secondment
of public
officers.

Operational
plans and

budgets.

(:)
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Funds of 15. (1) The activitics of the Commission shall be financed by 1
Commission. " , " ,
a fund composed of —

-

(a) contnbutions of the Government of Sierra 1
Leone, allocated through the office of the §
Depury Chairman of the National Provisional §
Ruling Council, ]

(b) contributions from donor agencics, §
including —

.

(1) 1aternational organizations;
(i1) non-governmental organizations; and

(1) such other agency or agencies as may be §
willing to contribute; :

(¢) contributions of target groups; and

(d) any other moneys, assets or resources that
may be placed at the disposal of the |
Commission by any other person or authority. 8

(2) The funds of the Commission shall be utilized only on
the basis of the annual operational plans and budgets; and expenditures
shall not exceed expected incomes.

Acoounts and 16. (1) The Commission shall keep proper books of aecount
and other records in relation to the activities of the Commission and
shall prepare in respect of cach financial vear of the Commission a
statement of accounts in a form designed to—

() indicate monthly expenditures;

(b) provide data for up-to-date budget control
through the Commission's management
information system; and
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(¢) ensure correct use of the funds of the

Commission.
(2) The accounts of the Commission kept under subsection
Q. (1) shall be audited by the Auditor-General or an auditor appointed by

him.

(3) The statement of accounts and the audit report thercon
sha!l be submitted to the office of the Deputy Chairman of the
Na:ional Provisional Ruling Council for approval and distribution to
the Government of Sierra Leone, the major denor or donors and any
‘other person or authority which has contributed to the funds of the

“17. (1) The Commission shall be exempted from taxes and
U ‘t;'s*relating to the acquisition and use of equipment, materials and
splies which are required for the implementation of any operations

be programme of activities approved under this Decree.

‘ (2) Any exemption from taxes or duties granted to the
" Commission under subsection (1) shall be computed and added to the
development and recurrent expenditures Lo constitute the grand total
of the contribution of the Government of Sierra Leone referred to in

paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 15.

PART V — MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

18. (1) The Commission shall have a common seal. the use of

which shall be authenticated by the signature of —

(a) the Chairman or other member of the Board
authorized cither generally or specially by the
Board in that behall; and

Lint
ind

nd

(b) the Exccutive Director or Secretary of the

Commission.

19. (1) The Commission shall have a Council consisting of
the Deputy Chairman of the National Provisional Ruling Council and
{he Secretaries of State responsible respectively for the Departments

ol
-eferred to in paragraph (2) of subsection (4) of section 3.

cnt

Lixemption
from taxes
and duties.

Common
seal

Ninisterial
Council of
Commission
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(2) The Deputy Chairman of the National Provisiog
Ruling Council shall be Chairman of the Council. :
(3) The Council may give to the Commission direction@ill Signe
a general policy naturc regarding the functions and operations of ~ ‘
Commission and the Commission shall be bound to comply withs ‘
directions. “

20. The Commission may make— ]

(a) regulations for carrying out or giving effed
this Decree; and |

(b) any other statutory instrument for prescri
its firancial year and any other matter requi
to be prescribed by the Commission under (.
Decreze.

MADE and Issuep this 281h day of March, 1996.

BRIGADIER JULIUS- MAADA Bl
Chairman, :
National Provisional Ruling Councif

g En
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