Office of the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for the Great Lakes in Africa

.0,

PRESS RELEASE

PR 19 - 02.01.2015

International Envoys for the Great Lakes Region cdlfor decisive
actions against the FDLR

Nairobi, 02 January 2015- Today, 2 January 2015, marks the
expiration of the six month grace period grantedhsyInternational
Conference on the Great Lakes Region (ICGLR) aadbibuthern
African Development Community (SADC) for the fulic
unconditional surrender and demobilization of treidcratic Forces
for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR).

The Team of International Envoys, comprised of Ud&al Envoy for

the Great Lakes Said Djinnit, UN Special Repredemaand Head of
MONUSCO Martin Kobler, AU Special Representative the Great
Lakes Boubacar Diarra, EU Senior Coordinator fer@reat Lakes Koen
Vervaeke, US Special Envoy for the Great LakestbadRC Russell D.
Feingold and Belgium Special Envoy for the Greakdsa Frank de
Coninck, note with concern that the FDLR has not thes deadline.
Instead, the FDLR has used this six-month gracegéeo continue to
commit human rights abuses against innocent peapkastern DRC,
recruit combatants, and champion its illegitimatétigal agenda. Ending
the threat of the FDLR is not just a DRC respotigpbiit is a regional

and international responsibility. We all have a glemmmitment to
ensuring accountability for those responsible far wrimes, crimes
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against humanity, and genocide. By failing to fudgmply with the
decisions of the ICGLR, SADC, and the United Nasi&@ecurity Council,
the FDLR has left the region and the internatiacc@hmunity with no
other option than to pursue the military optioniagathose within the
armed group that are unwilling to voluntarily disafThe Envoys recalled
the Communique issued by the 1 December meetitigeoBuarantors of
the Peace, Security and Cooperation Framework (P®CEe DRC and
the region in which they "stressed the binding armh-negotiable
character of the 2 January 2015 deadline". Inddede is no justification
for further delaying the neutralization of a grahgt is responsible for a
long history of heinous crimes. The Envoys hereély gpon the DRC
Government and MONUSCO, including its Force Intatien Brigade
(FIB), to take all necessary measures to disarnFDER, in line with
Security Council resolutions 2098 (2013) and 212014). The Envoys
commend the troop contributing countries (TCCs) MONUSCO,
particularly those of the FIB, for their commitmeatpeace and security
and for their many sacrifices in their efforts tootect civilians and
neutralize other armed groups in eastern DRC. Th@¥s note that the
international community’s expectations for the FdBe enshrined in
MONUSCO’s mandate. MONUSCO and its FIB must nowag&gin
counter-FDLR operations, as directed by its leddprand in support of
the DRC government, in fulfilment of their mandate neutralize all
armed groups. The Envoys emphasize again to FDURbatants and
their dependants that, at any point, they can agh@opeaceful path by
entering into the existing DDR/RR program, whichnitoues to
successfully repatriate former FDLR to Rwanda. 1Qke years, several
thousand ex-FDLR combatants have safely and suodlgs®turned to
Rwanda. The Envoys remain fully supportive of tHeRIRR process for
FDLR ex-combatants, while encouraging the countnethe region to
work together to ensure that those FDLR leadensoresible for serious
human rights abuses are held accountable. The Bralsy encourage the
signatory countries of the PSCF to fulfill alleth commitments,
including respecting each other’s sovereignty al$ agethe commitment
to “neither harbor nor provide protection of anpdkito persons accused
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of war crimes, crimes against humanity, acts ofogete, or crimes of
aggression, or persons falling under the Unitedddatsanctions regime”.
The Envoys further stress the importance for a celmgnsive approach
in addressing the root causes of conflict and mktyy, and encourage
efforts of the regional leaders aimed at promotiognfidence,

understanding and cooperation between the coumtfig® region.
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